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NOTICE

Passengers are warned when leaving the fort always to keep
the fort in sight. Gases have occurred of passengers becoming
lost (through losing their bearings) when out for a stroll,
owing to darkness falling suddenly and the fort not being in
sight. The result of this causes danger to the passengers and
trouble to the police.

By Order.

Administrative Commandant.

My eye lingered lovingly over " when out for a stroll,"
which brought memories of Eastbourne into Mesopotamia.
No-one but an Englishman could have talked about having
" a stroll" at Rutba.

While I was wondering from whom all these blessings flowed,
my curiosity was answered by the appearance of a short,
stout man in a grey flannel suit, who passed rapidly through
the dining-room, talking like a machine-gun in sudden
rapping bursts of fluent Arabic. Every waiter addressed by
him seemed to have been given an electric shock. Some fled
into the kitchen, some attempted to hide, and several stumbled
over chairs and upset the salt in a passion of obedience He
smoked a cigarette all the time, rapping out his orders between
puffs of smoke and with a glance of pale blue eyes which had
the fixed expression of expecting the worst; a look which men
acquire from long contact with foreign troops. I put him
down as an old soldier, and from the quick way he moved and
the way he held himself, as a boxer or an athlete. And in
none of these things was I far wide of the mark.

He was George Bryant, commandant of the rest-house. As I
sat down to dinner, we attempted to talk, but this was
difficult because he was interrupted every two seconds by one
of his waiters. He would spring lightly to his feet and dis-
appear with a terrifying gleam of frosty blue eyes, to return a
minute later with the air of having quelled a rebellion.
During his first absence I gazed incredulously at the card
which was propped against the cruet.